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Abstract
In the past six years, there were various initiatives 
launched by the present NDA Government like Make 
in India Programme, Swachch Bharat Abhiyan and 
Digital Financing. Now, the time has begun to be 
self-dependent i.e. Atmanirbhar. It is the high time to 
convert oneself into a job-maker rather than a job-
seeker. The present paper highlights the mission of 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ and lists the various measures 
taken by the Government to encourage MSMEs for 
the achieving self-reliance. The study is based on 
secondary information collected from various sources 
such as published articles, newspapers, Government 
websites etc. The findings reveal that the mission 
brought up a new ray of light towards the growth of 
the economy. The Indian populace looks forward to 
be self-dependent. The economy now focuses on 
exporting the excess products rather than importing.

Introduction: Overview of Atmanirbhar Bharat
The laudable role played by India during the 
worldwide COVID-19 pandemic has been recognized 
and appreciated widely. During the toughest phase 
of COVID-19, Indian populace had confronted the 
situation with a high degree of spirit and confidence. 
The pandemic actually created an opportunity for 
India. Prior to March, 2020, there was a high necessity 
and demand of Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) 
kits and the Indian Government initially had to import 
it from different nations. However, the circumstance 
got changed when it was accounted for during the 
period of May, 2020 that India was in a situation 
to deliver 2 lakh PPE units per day and the count 
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is growing consistently. In addition to it, Indians 
required more life-saving ventilators to save the lives 
of the individuals suffering from COVID and it was 
a challenge for India. But India took the challenge 
positively and uncovered opportunities therein 
by re-purposing the different auto enterprises to 
collaborate in making such ventilators. On 12th May, 
2020, our Honorable Prime Minister Shri. Narendra 
Modi appealed to the public to become Atmanirbhar 
and contribute towards the growth of our economy 
transforming India to play a leading role in the global 
economy in the near future. The outburst of the 
pandemic will cause nations to reconsider reinforcing 
their native supply chains. India has already 
expressed a dream of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’, which 
will require fortifying of the native industries and their 
standing on a worldwide stage. Initially, the mission 
was started with a financial outlay of Rs. 20 lakh crore 
or equivalent to 10% of National GDP to resuscitate 
and reinvigorate the country’s economy influenced 
by COVID-19 lockout (The Hindu, 2020).

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan was launched in the 
following five phases:

Stage I includes Businesses including MSMEs.

Stage II includes Poor, including migrants and farmers.

Stage III includes Agriculture.

Stage IV includes New Horizons of Growth.

Stage V includes Government Reforms and Enablers.

(Source: Adapted from www.india.gov.in, Government 
of India, 2020)
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MSME
The Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME) are the most vital and active enterprises 
in India contributing around 40% to the GDP and 
fundamentally to the exports of the nation. MSME 
plays a critical role in accomplishing the vision of 
being self-dependent. The enterprises are divided 
into three sectors with different rate of investments 
and annual turnover. With effect from 1st July, 2020, 
the concept of MSME has been redefined. Micro 
Enterprise is reclassified with the investment in Plant 
and Machinery or equipment up to Rs. 1 crore and 
yearly turnover not exceeding Rs. 5 crore. In case of 
Small Enterprise, Investment in Plant and Machinery 
or equipment should not exceed Rs. 10 crore and 
yearly turnover should not exceed Rs. 50 crore. In 
case of Medium Enterprises, Investment in Plant and 
Machinery or equipment should not exceed Rs. 50 
crore and yearly turnover should not exceed Rs. 250 
crore (Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises, 
Government of India, 2020).

There is a vast development seen in the MSME 
sector. Prior to the call of Atmanirbar Abhiyan 
scheme, it used to offer support to the economy 
only. But, in the coming days with this Atmanirbhar 
outlook, MSMEs will turn into the foundation of the 
economy as projected by our Hon’ble Prime Minister 
by advancing the idea of ‘vocal for local’. Accordingly, 
the slogan of being ‘vocal for local’ calls for reinforcing 
the industry sectors, specifically the MSME sector. 
This will guarantee making of required products and 
enterprises inside the country converting the nation 
to be an independent one as MSMEs have turned 
out to be the second-greatest sector in India after 
farming (Joshi, Panigrahi and Pitke, 2020). As of now, 
there are almost 56 million enterprises in different 
sectors, employing nearly 124 million individuals. Of 
these, almost 14% are women driven ventures, and 
nearly 60% are situated in provincial areas. Overall, 
the MSME sector represents 8% of India’s GDP 
and 45% of product trades. Henceforth, the MSME 
area will be known as the development engine of the 
country (Drishti, 2020). 

It is reported that during the past 5 years the number 
of registered Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises in 

India figured 90.19 lakh (Student Company Secretary, 
2020). According to the Ministry of MSME Annual 
Reports for the year 2018-2019 and 2019-20, the 
number of registered MSMEs on Udyog Aadhar 
Memorandum (UAM) till end of May, 2019 stood at 
68.25 lakh which increased to 84.82 lakh till end of 
15th January, 2020, i.e. the sector has witnessed 
24.28 percent growth. According to the 2019-20 
Annual Report of Ministry of MSME, the major share 
belongs to the Micro Enterprises covering 630.52 
lakh (99.4%) Enterprises, while 3.31 lakh (0.52%) 
are Small Enterprises and 5,000 (0.01%) are Medium 
Enterprises. 

Contribution towards MSME
During the big announcement of being self-reliant, 
Prime Minister highlighted several measures for 
MSMEs such as:

• Package of Rs. 3 lakh crore collateral free 
automatic advances to all businesses including 
MSMEs.

• MSMEs can avail up to 20% of their whole 
remaining credit as on February 29, 2020 from 
banks and Non-Banking Financial Companies 
(NBFCs). 

• Corpus fund of Rs. 10,000 for MSMEs.

• Subordinate debt of Rs. 20,000 crore for stressed 
MSMEs.

• Equity infusion of Rs. 50,000 through MSME funds 
of funds.

• Rs. 30,000 crores liquidity facility provided for 
Non-Banking Financial Companies/Housing 
Companies/Micro Finance Institutions.

• Liquidity injection of Rs. 90,000 crores provided 
for DISCOMs.

• Liquidity of Rs. 50,000 crores through Tax 
Deduction at Source/Tax Collected at Source 
reductions.

Atmanirbhar in Assam
MSME plays a substantial role in our economy. The 
lockdown period of COVID-19 had severely impacted 
the economy and brought it to a standstill. Meanwhile, 
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the situation fetched an emergent ray of being self-
sufficient and it was felt that it can only be fulfilled 
if the youths of Assam state employ their skills and 
work for making the state as a center of trade and 
commercial activities. The Government of Assam 
has approved a credit of Rs. 1,648.218 crores for the 
MSME so as to leverage the sector and also provided 
collateral free loans to 68,000 MSMEs in Assam 
under the mission of Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 
(The Times of India, 2020 and North East Now, 2020).

Pertaining to the mission of Atmanirbhar, the Chief 
Minister of Assam Shri Sarbananda Sonowal 
commenced a scheme named “Swanirbhar Naari: 
Atmanirbhar Asom” to uplift the economically 
deprived women of the state. It aims to generate more 
than 3.72 lakh feasible individual and 822 community 
assets profiting around four lakh families in first stage 
under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
(MGNREGA) with intermingling of plans of different 
departments under State government and missions 
including Assam State Rural Livelihood Mission, 
Fishery, Agriculture and Horticulture, Environment 
and Forest, Sericulture, Handloom and Textiles, 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary and so on (The 
Economic Times, 2020).

It was reported during the lockdown period, that 
the Assam farmers could sell vegetables of Rs. 852 
crore and eggs, fish, meat of Rs. 150 crores and also, 
exported fish to the neighboring countries. Moreover, 
Women Self Help Groups earned Rs. 11 crore through 
production of face masks (North East Now, 2020). 
Natives have also started their own pickle business 
at home and are selling it in the market. 

Aatmanirbhar in other parts of India:
• Dalit women farmers of Telangana have been  

contributing food grains as relief due to pandemic. 

• Organic produce was sent to Bengaluru during the 
lockdown by the farmers residing near the Tamil-
Karnataka border. 

• Migrant workers, who returned home had been 
helped by the Adivasi villagers in Central India. 

• Neem tree is considered to be the mother of all 
trees in India. Each and every part of the tree is 

highly essential. It is used as healthcare product 
as well as in farming sector. Women of Bundeli 
District have started growing the neem tree for 
commercial purpose and are now making Rs. 600 
per season by selling its fruits.

• Women in Gonda were seen involved in sowing 
and nurturing 5 lakh saplings in 10 nurseries. They 
raised a nursery so that the plants can be planted 
along canals and ponds under MGNREGS.

• A Jagdalpur-based NGO took the initiative to start 
a pearl culture in Chhatisgarh as a part of self-
reliance.

• COVID-19 pandemic created a high demand 
of Hand sanitizers resulting in its shortage. The 
Adivasi women in Chhatisgarh developed a herbal 
hand sanitizer and have contributed collectively 
towards the fight against Coronavirus. 

(Source: The Sentinel, 2021)

Conclusion
The global pandemic has given the motto of ‘Be 
Indian and Buy Indian’. Three key boundaries that 
are fundamental for the accomplishment of MSMEs 
include monetary stability, accessibility of skilled 
labor in MSME groups, and market competitiveness 
of their products to accomplish import substitution 
as well as exports. Ensuring the availability of skilled 
labor and improving the competitiveness of MSME 
is highly essential for the development of the MSME 
sector. There is also a requirement to improve the 
capacity of Indian MSMEs to supply good quality 
items, particularly with new standards of operation 
being introduced due to COVID. Since the registered 
number of MSME is found to be increasing, it is 
expected that the numbers of MSMEs will expand 
more in the upcoming years. India is now at the 
growing stage of becoming self-reliant. The days are 
not far when the Indian economy will be the leader of 
global economy.
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